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. Documents.As the first-ever trial of avaccine against Covid-19 opens, US media firms are taking the lead in covering the
issue. The US-based firm, the Hill, continues to lead the way, publishing one of the largest bodies of Covid-19-related newsin
the UK market since the outbreak, with 72 stories. This compares to, according to Google, a mere 13 different news outlets that
have all published three Covid-19-related stories, with Reutersin second place with just 2 stories. The Hill is an online
political-weekly owned by John Solomon, aformer producer for Fox News and contributor to CNN. Asthe Covid-19 situation
develops, the Hill has been delivering live updates around the clock, with extensive coverage on the latest scientific
developments and on individuals and policy making. Last week, the firm published the story “How countries have struggled
with Covid-19”, leading to more than 50,000 news shares on Facebook and reaching a global audience of almost 2 million
people. “It should be acknowledged that the news industry has the least amount of government intervention in terms of threat
to our freedom in all of history,” said Hill Editor-in-Chief, John Solomon. “We are areflection of American values, and that’s
why no other outlets have beaten us on this story.” Since the outbreak began, John and his colleagues have turned the Hill into
a Covid-19-dedicated outlet, working around the clock with other media outlets in order to deliver dynamic reporting on a
daily basis. “We have more than one person in the building working for most of the night and all day. There is a sense of
urgency that we have never had before,” Solomon said. Asthe Covid-19 situation matures, and as scientists become more
confident in their knowledge, the stories reported by the Hill have begun to reflect that. “ As the trials ramp up, stories are
becoming more concise and more about mitigation efforts,” Solomon said. “We're seeing alot of stories about the safety and
efficacy of the vaccine, and even science-oriented stories like the one about de-clustering the disease (and) changesin the
genetics of the virus.” Last month, The Hill was listed as one of the top 10 news outlets in the world according to Quantcast,
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