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Song - In Tamil.. A substantial part of it was given in April 1916. It is not known whether this came
from Barrie of Birdsley or from another quarter. ‘About this time [April-May 1916] I was getting a
draft of “Porphyria”. That I continued to work on till late October. But the batch of poems finally
came to no more than seventy-one, though I think a couple or three more were added to them after

it was delivered. ‘The principal thing that stood in the way of it having the public notice that it
would get was the whole question of getting copyright. This was the process as it existed then. You
had to get a special permission of the Literary Board, and they had to be awfully definite in what
they said. There could be no doubt that there was I hope, no intention of poaching on any of the
earlier MSS, but I suppose they had the right to make some sort of stipulation of that kind, as we

had no legal way at all of getting copyright in a literary work that was in verse. You had to submit to
a Board of three, whose charge was to examine the book, but they were not allowed any access to
any of the poems. They might have asked me questions but that was all. ‘So I had only about one-

fifth of it to get copyrightable, and this I did on behalf of the publishers of the book. They insisted,
and eventually I got it. But it was published in the spring of 1917, if I recollect. ‘The Law for

                               2 / 3



 

Registration of Copyright Work went into effect in June. Then I got two weeks to send in my four-
page book and about a month later I got the envelope back with the official stamp on

it—“Copyright Registration complete”. After that 3da54e8ca3
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