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in obstetric anesthesia for the first
time, and their education in a
variety of areas, and their opinion
of the importance of obstetric
anesthesia, contributed to the
current changes in the delivery
setting and to the change in the
role of the obstetric
anesthesiologist. These changes
include a large number of
nonemergent cesarean deliveries,
an increase in use of regional
analgesia, and the decreasing
trend in use of general anesthesia.
Current developments in the area
include the trend toward planned
cesarean deliveries and the
introduction of a new role for the
obstetric anesthesiologist in the
management of intrapartum and
neonatal morbidity. This article
highlights these new
developments. One might have
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assumed that, in a rapidly shifting
environment, a signal eliciting a
motor response would have less
chance of being transmitted to the
brain. To test this assumption, a
new study by Sveiby and
colleagues tested the ability of
paramecia to swim away from a
turning light stimulus in a tank of
paramecia that had been mixed
with a group of fish that had been
taught to respond to a “turn” light
signal. The results: The fish
responded to the light stimulus.
The individual fish may have been
less likely to respond if the light
had been caused by the movement
of a paramecium, but the
paramecia responded to the light
stimulus no matter what.
Moreover, individual paramecia
lost mobility when a light was
shone on them. Also, the
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paramecia exhibited the same
track-following behavior shown
by the fish
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